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SS1 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

FIRST TERM

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION TO CITIZENSHIP & HERITAGE STUDIES

1.1 The Concept of Citizenship

Citizenship defines the complex, reciprocal relationship between an individual and a state,

established by law and imbued with rights and responsibilities. It is not a static concept; its

meaning has evolved from ancient philosophies to modern legal codes.

 Legal-Political Definition: This is the formal status of a person recognized under the

laws of a state as being a member of that state. In Nigeria, this is primarily defined by

Chapter III (Sections 25-32) of the 1999 Constitution (as amended). This status grants

the individual specific rights (e.g., to vote, to hold a Nigerian passport, to be protected by

the state) and imposes specific duties (e.g., pay taxes, obey laws).

 Political/Participatory Definition: This view, rooted in classical Greek (Aristotelian)

thought, sees the citizen as an active participant in the political life of the state (the

'polity'). It moves beyond a "passive" legal status to "active" engagement. This includes

voting, contesting for office, engaging in public discourse, and holding leaders

accountable. In this "Republican" tradition, citizenship is a practice, not just a status.

 Social/Identity Definition: This refers to a sense of belonging, identity, and

consciousness within a community. It is the feeling of being "Nigerian," with a shared

identity, values, and destiny. It is the "social contract" in action, where individuals see

their personal well-being as tied to the well-being of the nation. This definition also

forces us to confront challenges, such as "hyphenated identities" (e.g., Yoruba-Nigerian,

Igbo-Nigerian) and the ongoing project of forging a single national identity from many

ethnic identities.

1.2 The Concept of Heritage
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Heritage is the full range of our inherited traditions, monuments, objects, and culture. It is the

legacy of the past, what we live with today, and what we pass on to future generations. It is our

collective "memory" and "property," providing a link to our past and a guide for our future.

It is broadly divided into:

1. Tangible Heritage (Physical): Anything that can be physically touched.

o Movable: Artifacts that can be transported (e.g., Nok terracotta sculptures, Benin

bronzes, Ife heads), paintings, historical documents (like the 1960 independence

charter).

o Immovable: Structures that cannot be moved. (e.g., slave trade relics in Badagry,

the Kano City Walls, Sukur Cultural Landscape), archaeological sites, historical

buildings (like the first Aso Rock).

2. Intangible Heritage (Non-Physical): The non-physical aspects of a culture.

o Oral traditions, Languages, and Literature: (e.g., over 500 languages, proverbs,

folktales, myths of origin).

o Performing Arts: (e.g., Eyo masquerade, Fela Kuti's Afrobeat music, traditional

dance steps, masquerade performances).

o Social Practices, Rituals, and Festive Events: (e.g., Argungu Fishing Festival,

New Yam Festival, Durbar).

o Traditional Knowledge and Practices: (e.g., traditional medicine, farming

techniques, architectural knowledge like building with mud).

o Traditional Craftsmanship: (e.g., Aso Oke weaving, blacksmithing, calabash

carving, Uli body art).

3. Natural Heritage:

o Landscapes and Formations: (e.g., Olumo Rock in Abeokuta, Yankari Game

Reserve, Zuma Rock).

o Ecosystems and Biodiversity: Habitats of threatened species (e.g., the Cross

River Gorilla, the Niger Delta Red Colobus monkey).

1.3 Scope and Importance
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 Scope: This subject is interdisciplinary, drawing heavily from:

o Law: (The Constitution, rights, duties, and legal status).

o Political Science: (The State, government, participation, democracy, power).

o Sociology/Anthropology: (Culture, identity, community, social norms, ethnicity).

o History: (The origin of the nation, heritage, and collective memory).

o Economics: (The economic value of heritage tourism, the duty of paying taxes).

 Importance:

1. Fosters Patriotism & National Consciousness: Understanding your rights,

duties, and shared history builds a deep-rooted love and loyalty for your country.

2. Promotes National Unity: In a diverse nation like Nigeria, heritage studies help

students appreciate different cultures as a source of strength, not division.

3. Encourages Active Citizenship: It equips students with the knowledge to be

active and responsible citizens who participate, question, and contribute, rather

than being passive subjects.

4. Economic Value: Heritage (especially tourism, arts, music, and festivals) is a

significant and sustainable economic asset.

5. Instills Critical Thinking: It forces students to analyze the complex balance

between individual rights (e.g., freedom) and community obligations (e.g.,

security), and between tradition and modernity.

1.4 Differences Between Citizenship and Heritage

Feature Citizenship Heritage

Definition A legal and political status of

belonging.

A cultural and historical inheritance or

legacy.

Acquisition Acquired by specific legal means:

birth, registration, or

naturalization.

Inherited by being born into a culture or

nation; it is a birthright of identity.

Nature It is about rights and duties. A

"contract."

It is about identity and legacy. A "story."

Relationship Can be changed (e.t., renounce or Is generally fixed; it is the history of your
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acquire new). people. You cannot change who your

ancestors were.

Legal Basis Defined by the Constitution

(Chapter III).

Protected by law (e.g., NCMM Act) but

defined by history and culture.

Example Your right to vote; your duty to

pay tax.

The Nok culture; the Yoruba language; the

Eyo festival.

1.5 Relevance to National Identity

National Identity is the answer to the question, "Who are we as a nation?"

 Citizenship provides the legal framework (the "house"). It says, "We are all Nigerians

under the 1999 Constitution."

 Heritage provides the cultural content (the "home"). It says, "We are the people of

Afrobeat, Jollof Rice, the Benin Bronzes, the Durbar, and over 500 languages."

Analogy: Citizenship is the house we all agree to live in legally. Heritage is the furniture, art,

family stories, and traditions that make it a home. You need both to build a nation. A major

challenge for Nigeria is ensuring that the "legal house" (citizenship) protects all ethnic groups

equally, so they all feel a part of the "national home" (heritage).

Evaluation

1. Define "citizenship" in your own words, mentioning its legal and political aspects.

2. Differentiate clearly between tangible and intangible heritage, giving two new examples

of each.

3. What is the "Social/Identity Definition" of citizenship and what is a "hyphenated

identity"?

4. Why is it important for a multi-ethnic country like Nigeria to study heritage?

Assignment

1. In a table, list five examples of tangible heritage and five examples of intangible heritage

that are specific to your local community or state.
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2. Write a one-page essay (approx. 300 words) on the topic: "Can a person have heritage

without citizenship? And can a person have citizenship without heritage?" (Hint: Think

about refugees, the diaspora, and naturalized citizens).
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WEEK 2: ORIGIN AND ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP

This is governed by Chapter III, Sections 25-32 of the 1999 Nigerian Constitution. Nigeria's

system is primarily based on Jus Sanguinis (right of blood – citizenship based on parents'

nationality) rather than Jus Soli (right of soil – citizenship based on place of birth).

Critical Analysis: Jus Sanguinis vs. Jus Soli

 Jus Soli (Law of the Soil): Citizenship is granted to anyone born within the territory of

the state (e.g., USA, Canada). This is common in "New World" nations built by

immigrants.

 Jus Sanguinis (Law of the Blood): Citizenship is acquired from one's parents, regardless

of where one is born (e.g., Nigeria, Germany, Japan).

 Why did Nigeria choose Jus Sanguinis? In a post-colonial context, the founders wanted

to define "who belongs" based on indigeneity and ancestry, not just presence within the

artificial borders drawn by colonial powers. It was a way to tie citizenship to pre-existing

communities.

2.1 Citizenship by Birth (Section 25)

This is the primary and most fundamental method. It is an automatic status that cannot be easily

taken away.

 Section 25 (1)(a): Every person born in Nigeria before independence (Oct 1, 1960),

either of whose parents or any of whose grandparents belonged to a community

indigenous to Nigeria.

 Section 25 (1)(b): Every person born in Nigeria after independence, either of whose

parents or any of whose grandparents is a citizen of Nigeria.

 Section 25 (1)(c): Every person born outside Nigeria, either of whose parents is a citizen

of Nigeria.

o Example: Tunde is born in London, UK. His mother is a Nigerian citizen. Tunde

is automatically a Nigerian citizen by birth (by descent).
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2.2 Citizenship by Registration (Section 26)

This is a process for individuals with a strong connection to Nigeria who do not qualify by birth.

It is not automatic; it must be applied for.

 Who Qualifies?

1. Section 26(2)(a): A foreign woman who is or has been married to a Nigerian

citizen.

2. Section 26(2)(b): Any person of full age (18) and capacity born outside Nigeria,

any of whose grandparents is (or was) a Nigerian citizen. (This is significant for

the Nigerian diaspora).

 Conditions: The person must satisfy the President they are of (a) good character, (b)

have shown a clear intention to be domiciled in Nigeria, and (c) have taken the Oath of

Allegiance.

2.3 Citizenship by Naturalization (Section 27)

This is the process by which a non-citizen (foreigner with no Nigerian ancestry) voluntarily

becomes a Nigerian citizen. It is a long and stringent process.

 Conditions: The applicant must satisfy the President that:

1. They are of full age (18).

2. They are of good character.

3. They have shown a clear intention to be domiciled in Nigeria.

4. Crucial Clause (d): They are, in the opinion of the Governor of the State where

they reside, acceptable to the local community and have been "assimilated" into

the local way of life. (This is a complex sociological requirement).

5. They have made or are capable of making a useful contribution to Nigeria.

6. They have taken the Oath of Allegiance.

7. Residency Requirement: They have resided in Nigeria continuously for 15 years

(or 12 continuous months immediately before applying, plus a total of 15 years in

the last 20 years).
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2.4 Honorary Citizenship

This is a special status conferred by a nation upon a foreign individual in recognition of

exceptional service or contribution to that nation or to humanity at large. It does not typically

grant the same rights (like voting) as other forms of citizenship but is a high national honour.

(Note: This is less common in Nigeria and not explicitly detailed in the Constitution as a

standard path).

2.5 Dual Citizenship (Section 28)

This section is crucial for understanding modern citizenship.

 For Citizens by Birth: Section 28(1) states that a Nigerian citizen by birth shall not lose

their citizenship simply by acquiring the citizenship of another country.

 For Citizens by Registration/Naturalization: A person who became a Nigerian citizen

by registration or naturalization shall lose their Nigerian citizenship if they acquire the

citizenship of another country (with some exceptions).

2.6 Loss of Citizenship (Deprivation and Renunciation)

 Deprivation (Section 29): A person who is a citizen by naturalization or registration can

be deprived of their citizenship by the President if:

o They are disloyal to Nigeria (e.g., acts of treason, espionage).

o They have traded with or assisted an enemy of Nigeria.

o Within 7 years of being naturalized, they are sentenced to prison for 3 years or

more.

 Renunciation (Section 30): Any Nigerian citizen of full age can voluntarily give up

(renounce) their Nigerian citizenship if they are a citizen of another country.

2.7 The Concept of Statelessness

A "stateless" person is someone who is not considered as a national by any state under the

operation of its law. This is a critical human rights issue. A stateless person has no passport,
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cannot legally work, vote, or own property, and lacks the protection of any government. This can

happen through gaps in nationality laws, redrawing of borders, or discrimination.

Evaluation

1. What is the main difference between Jus Soli and Jus Sanguinis? Why did Nigeria likely

choose Jus Sanguinis?

2. List the three ways to acquire Nigerian citizenship as defined by the Constitution.

3. What does the "assimilation" clause (Sec 27(2)(d)) for naturalization imply?

4. Can a Nigerian citizen by birth legally hold dual citizenship?

5. What is "statelessness" and why is it a problem?

Assignment

1. Ade was born in London. His mother is British. His father is Nigerian. Is Ade a Nigerian

citizen? Explain your answer using the relevant section of the 1999 Constitution.

2. An American man has lived and worked in Lagos for 16 years. He speaks Yoruba

fluently, is married to a Nigerian woman, and wants to become a citizen. Which path

must he apply through, and what are four of the conditions he must meet?
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WEEK 3: RIGHTS OF CITIZENS

Rights are fundamental, inalienable, and guaranteed entitlements of a citizen, protected by the

Constitution. They are the "claims" an individual can make against the state.

3.1 Universal Human Rights

These are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity,

language, religion, or any other status. They were proclaimed by the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights (UDHR) of 1948 after WWII. They are not a law, but a global standard and the

moral foundation for all national constitutions.

3.2 "Generations" of Rights: A Framework

To understand our rights, it's helpful to use this framework:

 First-Generation Rights (Civil-Political): These are "negative" rights, meaning they

protect individuals from state power (e.g., "freedom from..."). They are justiciable

(enforceable in court). This is Nigeria's Chapter IV.

 Second-Generation Rights (Socio-Economic): These are "positive" rights, meaning

they require the state to provide things (e.g., "right to..."). They are aspirational and non-

justiciable. This is Nigeria's Chapter II.

 Third-Generation Rights (Group/Solidarity): These are collective rights (e.g., right to

a clean environment, right to self-determination).

3.3 Constitutional Rights in Nigeria (Chapter IV: Fundamental Rights)

These are the First-Generation, Justiciable rights guaranteed to every person in Nigeria by

Sections 33-46.

 Section 33: Right to Life: No one shall be intentionally deprived of their life.

o Limitations: Except in execution of a court sentence, for self-defence, or to

suppress a riot.



11

 Section 34: Right to Dignity of Human Person: Prohibits torture, slavery, and inhuman

or degrading treatment.

 Section 35: Right to Personal Liberty: No one shall be deprived of their liberty except

in specific legal circumstances (e.g., arrest upon reasonable suspicion). Includes the right

to be told the reason for arrest and the right to a lawyer.

 Section 36: Right to Fair Hearing: A person is entitled to a fair, public hearing by an

impartial court. This includes being "innocent until proven guilty."

 Section 37: Right to Private and Family Life: Guarantees the privacy of citizens, their

homes, correspondence, telephone conversations, etc.

 Section 38: Right to Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion: Includes freedom

to change one's religion and to manifest it in worship, teaching, and practice.

 Section 39: Right to Freedom of Expression and the Press: Includes the right to hold

opinions and to receive and impart ideas.

o Limitations: This right is not absolute. It does not protect slander (spoken

falsehoods), libel (written falsehoods), sedition (inciting rebellion), or hate speech.

 Section 40: Right to Peaceful Assembly and Association: People can gather peacefully

and form or belong to political parties, trade unions, etc.

 Section 41: Right to Freedom of Movement: Every citizen can move freely throughout

Nigeria and reside in any part of it.

 Section 42: Right to Freedom from Discrimination: Prohibits discrimination based on

ethnic group, place of origin, sex, religion, or political opinion.

 Section 43: Right to Acquire and Own Immovable Property anywhere in Nigeria.

3.4 Chapter II vs. Chapter IV: The "Justiciability" Debate

This is a critical concept in Nigerian constitutional law.

 Chapter IV (Fundamental Rights): As seen above, these are Justiciable. They are

individual rights that the court can enforce immediately.

 Chapter II (Fundamental Objectives): This chapter lists Second-Generation goals for

the government.
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o Examples: Section 16 (Economic Objectives, e.g., end poverty), Section 17

(Social Objectives, e.g., fair working conditions), Section 18 (Educational

Objectives, e.g., "strive to eradicate illiteracy" and provide "free... secondary

education").

o These are NON-JUSTICIABLE. A citizen cannot sue the government for failing

to provide free education or a job. They are goals and directives for the

government to work towards.

3.5 Rights vs. Privileges

 Rights: Are fundamental, guaranteed entitlements, protected by the Constitution. They

are universal and cannot be justly taken away (e.g., your right to dignity).

 Privileges: Are special advantages or benefits granted to a person or group, not an

entitlement. They are conditional and can be revoked.

o Example: Having a driver's license is a privilege (it can be revoked). Freedom of

movement is a right.

3.6 Enforcement of Rights

How does a citizen claim these rights?

1. The Courts: A citizen can sue the government (or another individual) in the High Court

for any violation of their Chapter IV rights.

2. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): A government body established to

investigate and report on human rights abuses.

3. NGOs/Civil Society: Organizations like Amnesty International, and various legal aid

councils, help citizens fight for their rights.

Evaluation

1. What is the difference between "First-Generation" and "Second-Generation" rights?

2. List five fundamental rights guaranteed under Chapter IV of the 1999 Constitution.



13

3. What is the key difference between the rights in Chapter IV and the "objectives" in

Chapter II?

4. Explain the difference between a right and a privilege, using an example.

5. What are the legal limitations on the Right to Freedom of Expression (Section 39)?

Assignment

1. Read Section 35 (Right to Personal Liberty). Write a paragraph explaining what this right

means to you and why it is important in a democracy.

2. Debate Topic (Write 300 words): "The educational and health objectives in Chapter II

of the Constitution should be made 'justiciable' like the rights in Chapter IV." Argue for

or against this motion.
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WEEK 4: DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF CITIZENS

Citizenship is a "social contract." This is a theory from philosophy (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau)

which states that individuals voluntarily give up some freedoms (e.g., the freedom to do

whatever they want) to a government. In exchange, the government agrees to protect their rights

(life, liberty, property). Our duties are our side of this contract.

These duties are explicitly listed in Chapter II, Section 24 of the 1999 Constitution.

 (a) Abide by the Constitution: To respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag,

the National Anthem, the National Pledge, and legitimate authorities.

 (b) Enhance Nigeria's Image: To help enhance the power, prestige, and good name of

Nigeria, and defend the country.

 (c) Respect Others: To respect the dignity of other citizens and their rights and

legitimate interests.

 (d) Contribute to Community: To make positive and useful contributions to the

advancement, progress, and well-being of the community.

 (e) National Service: To render national service as may be required (e.g., National

Youth Service Corps - NYSC).

 (f) Obey the Law and Assist Law Enforcement: To live in accordance with the law,

declare income honestly, and assist authorities in maintaining law and order.

Further Elaboration on Civic Responsibilities:

1. Loyalty and Patriotism: This means allegiance to Nigeria. It is the opposite of treason

(betraying one's country).

2. Obedience to Laws: The rule of law is the bedrock of a stable society.

o Critical Thought:What about unjust laws? This leads to the concept of civil

disobedience (the peaceful, public refusal to obey an unjust law), as practiced by

figures like Martin Luther King Jr. This is a complex civic action, not simple law-

breaking.
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3. Payment of Taxes: Taxes (e.g., Personal Income Tax, VAT) are the financial lifeblood

of the government. They fund roads, schools, hospitals, salaries, and security. Tax

evasion is a crime and a direct failure of civic duty.

4. Voting in Elections: In a democracy, this is the primary duty of an active citizen. It is the

mechanism for choosing leaders and holding them accountable.

5. Community Service: Actively participating in solving local problems (e.g.,

environmental sanitation, neighborhood security).

The Rights-Duties Matrix (The Social Contract in Action)

Our rights and duties are linked. You cannot enjoy one without performing the other.

If you claim this RIGHT... ...you have this DUTY

Right to Life & Security (Sec 33) Duty to Obey Laws & Pay Taxes (to fund

police/military)

Right to Vote & be Voted for Duty to Vote Responsibly (not sell your vote)

Right to Freedom of Expression

(Sec 39)

Duty to Respect Others (not use slander or hate

speech)

Right to a Democratic Government Duty to Abide by the Constitution & respect

institutions

Right to Live in Nigeria Duty to Enhance Nigeria's Image & serve the nation

(NYSC)

Evaluation

1. Where in the 1999 Constitution are the duties of a citizen listed?

2. List five duties of a Nigerian citizen.

3. Explain the "Social Contract" theory in one sentence.

4. What is the primary purpose of the NYSC program?

5. Using the "Rights-Duties Matrix," what duty is directly linked to the "Right to Life and

Security"?

Assignment



16

1. Interview two adults (e.g., parents, guardians, or teachers) about which civic duty from

Section 24 they think is the most important for Nigeria's progress today, and why. Write a

summary of their views.

2. List three ways a senior secondary student can fulfill the duty in Section 24(b) ("Enhance

Nigeria's Image").
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WEEK 6: NATIONAL SYMBOLS & THEIR MEANINGS

National symbols are sacred emblems and representations that unite a people by communicating

their history, values, and aspirations. They are a core part of our national heritage and are

protected by law (Duty 24a).

6.1 The Purpose and Psychology of Symbols

Why do nations need symbols?

 Unification: They act as a single focal point for a diverse population ("Though tribe and

tongue may differ...").

 Identity: They are a visual shorthand for "who we are."

 Patriotism: They are objects used to express loyalty and love for one's country.

 Legitimacy: They represent the official authority of the state (e.g., the Coat of Arms on a

passport).

6.2 Analysis of Nigerian Symbols

1. The National Flag:

o Designer:Michael Taiwo Akinkunmi (1959).

o Green: Represents Nigeria's rich agriculture and abundant natural wealth.

o White: Represents peace and unity.

o Symbolism: It signifies the nation's foundation on its fertile land and its primary

desire for peace and unity.

2. The Coat of Arms:

o Black Shield: Represents Nigeria's fertile soil.

o Wavy 'Y' Pall (Silver): Represents the confluence of the Niger and Benue rivers

at Lokoja.

o Two White Horses (Chargers): Represent dignity.

o Red Eagle: Represents strength.

o Ground of Coctus Spectabilis: A flower (not "cactus") found across Nigeria,

representing beauty.
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o Motto: "Unity and Faith, Peace and Progress." This is the nation's guiding

philosophy.

3. The National Anthem ("Arise, O Compatriots")

o Adopted in 1978, it replaced "Nigeria, We Hail Thee."

o Context: The change was made because the previous anthem was written by a

British expatriate (Lillian Jean Williams). The new anthem's lyrics were drawn

from the best five entries in a national competition.

o Stanza 1: A call to service ("Arise, O compatriots"), honours past heroes ("The

labour of our heroes past"), and calls for unity ("Though tribe and tongue may

differ...").

o Stanza 2: A prayer for divine guidance ("O God of creation") to build a just and

free nation.

4. The National Pledge

o This is a solemn oath of loyalty, often recited after the anthem.

o Origin: Unlike the anthem, it is not the product of a competition. It was written

by Prof. (Mrs.) Felicia Adedoyin in 1976.

o It is a personal commitment ("I pledge...") to be "faithful, loyal and honest," to

"serve Nigeria," and "defend her unity." The phrase "defend her unity" is a

powerful reference to the lessons of the Civil War.

5. The Currency (Naira and Kobo)

o A symbol of economic independence and sovereignty.

o The portraits (e.g., Herbert Macaulay, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Tafawa Balewa, Murtala

Muhammed) serve as a "Hall of Fame," celebrating national heroes.

6. The Constitution

o The ultimate national symbol. It is the supreme law of the land, the "grundnorm"

(Section 1). It symbolizes our commitment to the rule of law.

o Controversy: The preamble begins "We the people...". However, the 1999

Constitution was a military decree (Decree 24 of 1999), not a document created

by a popular assembly. This is a major point of political debate.

Evaluation
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1. What do the green and white on the National Flag represent?

2. Draw the Coat of Arms and label four of its parts (e.g., Eagle, Shield, Rivers, Horses,

Motto).

3. What is the national motto of Nigeria?

4. Why was the old national anthem ("Nigeria, We Hail Thee") replaced in 1978?

5. What is the "controversy" surrounding the preamble ("We the people...") of the 1999

Constitution?

Assignment

1. Research the old national anthem ("Nigeria, We Hail Thee"). Compare its lyrics to the

current anthem ("Arise, O Compatriots"). Write two paragraphs explaining the difference

in tone and message.

2. Choose one of the national heroes depicted on a Naira note. Write a one-page biography

of them and their contribution to Nigeria.
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WEEK 8: NIGERIAN HERITAGE

This week expands on the types of heritage introduced in Week 1, with specific examples.

8.1 Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)

 Languages & Literature: Over 500 languages. This includes oral literature (proverbs,

epics like the Ozidi Saga) and modern literature (works of Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe)

which are now part of our global heritage.

 Dress: Traditional attire is a powerful identifier (e.g., Aso Oke, Isi Agu, Babban Riga).

 Festivals:

o Argungu Fishing Festival (Kebbi): A UNESCO-recognized festival.

o Eyo Festival (Lagos): A spectacular masquerade procession.

o New Yam Festival (e.g., Iri Ji in Igbo land): A harvest festival.

o Durbar (Kano, Zaria, etc.): A magnificent parade of horsemen.

o Pategi Regatta (Kwara): A boat festival and competition on the Niger.

o Ofala Festival (Onitsha): Celebrates the Oba's emergence from seclusion.

 Music & Cuisine: Afrobeat, Highlife, Apala, and Fuji. Our cuisine (Jollof rice, Pounded

Yam, Suya, Edikang Ikong) is a celebrated part of our global identity.

 Traditional Knowledge Systems: This includes traditional medicine, pharmacology, and

unique architecture (e.g., the complex mud-and-thatch compounds of Hausa architecture).

8.2 Tangible Historical Heritage

 UNESCOWorld Heritage Sites: Sites recognized by the UN as having "outstanding

universal value" to all of humanity. Nigeria has two:

1. Sukur Cultural Landscape (Adamawa): A "living" heritage site reflecting a

traditional settlement with its Palace, terraced fields, and iron-smelting

technology.

2. Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (Osun): A dense forest grove dedicated to the river

goddess Osun, a living, active religious site.

 Nigeria's "Tentative List" for UNESCO: These are sites Nigeria has proposed for

future listing. This includes:
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o Benin Iya (Moat) and City Walls

o Old Oyo (Archaeological site)

o Kano City Walls

o The Oban Hills / Korup National Park

 Other Major Monuments & Sites:

o Nok Settlement (Kaduna): Site where terracotta sculptures (c. 1500 BC - 500

AD) were discovered.

o Igbo-Ukwu (Anambra): Site of intricate 9th-century bronze artifacts, showing a

sophisticated pre-colonial civilization.

o Slave Trade Sites (Badagry, Calabar): A "heritage of tragedy" that must be

preserved as a lesson.

o Colonial Heritage: Buildings like the first Governor-General's house in Lokoja

or the colonial architecture of Calabar.

8.3 Natural Heritage

 National Parks: Large areas protected by the government.

o Yankari National Park (Bauchi): Famous for elephants and the Wikki Warm

Springs.

o Cross River National Park: A "biodiversity hotspot," home to the drill monkey

and Cross River Gorilla.

o Kainji Lake National Park (Niger/Kwara): Nigeria's first national park.

 Geological Formations:

o Olumo Rock (Abeokuta): A fortress for the Egba people.

o Zuma Rock (Niger): A giant monolith (single rock) near Abuja.

Evaluation

1. What is the difference between a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a site on the

"Tentative List"?

2. Name Nigeria's two UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

3. Name one major festival from the North and one from the South of Nigeria.
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4. Why are sites like Badagry's slave port considered "heritage"?

5. What is "Natural Heritage"? Give two Nigerian examples.

Assignment

1. Choose one Nigerian musician (e.g., Fela Kuti, Haruna Ishola, Osita Osadebe, Dan

Maraya Jos) and write two paragraphs explaining how their music represents Nigerian

intangible heritage.

2. Research and write a 300-word report on one of the sites from Nigeria's "Tentative List"

(e.g., Benin Moat, Old Oyo), explaining why it deserves to be a World Heritage Site.
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WEEK 9: PRESERVATION OF NIGERIAN HERITAGE

Preservation is the active, deliberate work of protecting and maintaining our cultural and

historical assets for future generations. It involves conservation (scientific stabilization) and

restoration (repairing).

9.1 Role of Government (Formal Preservation)

 Agencies:

o National Commission for Museums and Monuments (NCMM): The primary

agency. Manages all national museums and declared monuments.

o Ministry of Information and Culture: Sets national policy.

o National Archives: Preserves government documents.

 Methods:

1. Legislation: Enacting laws (like the NCMM Act) that make it illegal to destroy

heritage sites or illicitly export artifacts.

2. Funding: Providing budgets for museums and sites.

3. Conservation: The scientific work done in museums (e.g., maintaining specific

temperature/humidity for artifacts, chemical treatment to stop rust on bronzes).

4. Repatriation: Officially and diplomatically requesting the return of stolen

artifacts (like the Benin Bronzes). This is a complex process involving diplomacy,

law, and ethical debates.

5. International Cooperation:Working with UNESCO.

9.2 Role of Communities (Custodial Preservation)

Communities are the true custodians of living heritage.

 Traditional Rulers: Obas, Emirs, Obis often serve as the gatekeepers of tradition,

sponsoring festivals and protecting sacred sites (like the Osun-Osogbo Grove).
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 Age Grades & Guilds: In many communities, specific groups (e.img., masquerade

"societies," guilds of weavers or carvers) are responsible for maintaining traditions and

passing skills to the next generation.

 Community Efforts: Local communities often work to protect sites they see as valuable.

9.3 Role of Families (Primary Preservation)

This is the most important level for intangible heritage.

 Language: Families who speak their indigenous language to their children are doing the

most vital preservation work. If a language is not spoken at home, it dies.

 Oral History: Grandparents and parents telling folktales, proverbs, and family history.

 Skills:Mothers and fathers teaching children traditional cooking, weaving, farming

practices, or etiquette.

9.4 Role of Individuals and NGOs

 Individuals: Academics who document languages. Artists and musicians who popularize

and re-interpret heritage (e.g., Burna Boy sampling Fela Kuti).

 NGOs (Non-Governmental Org.s): Local and international groups (like the Ford

Foundation) that raise funds and awareness.

9.5 Modern Preservation Techniques

 Digital Preservation: Using technology to save heritage.

o Digital Archives: Scanning old photographs and documents.

o Audio/Video Recording: Recording the speech of the last remaining speakers of

an endangered language.

o 3D Scanning: Creating high-definition 3D models of artifacts and monuments.

This allows them to be studied globally and can be used to recreate them if they

are destroyed.

Evaluation
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1. What does "NCMM" stand for, and what is its main function?

2. What is "repatriation" in the context of heritage?

3. Give two examples of how families preserve heritage.

4. Why are traditional rulers important for community preservation?

5. What is "digital preservation"? Give one example.

Assignment

1. Argumentative Essay (300 words): "What are your personal views on the repatriation

of the Benin Bronzes? Should they be returned to Nigeria or stay in museums in

Europe?" Give at least two reasons for your stance.

2. Propose a "Heritage Club" for your school. List three activities this club could do to help

preserve local heritage.
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WEEK 10: THREATS TO NATIONAL HERITAGE

Our heritage is constantly under threat from various forces.

1. Urbanization and Development:

o Problem: Uncontrolled city growth leads to the demolition of historical buildings.

Archaeological sites are often bulldozed for construction.

o Example: The destruction of old colonial-era buildings in Lagos.

2. Globalization and Cultural Homogenization:

o Problem: The dominance of Western culture (music, movies, fashion) can lead to

"cultural cringe" (a feeling that one's own culture is inferior) and "cultural

imperialism" (the imposition of a dominant culture).

o Example: Young people preferring to speak only English and viewing their local

language as "uncool," leading to language death.

3. Neglect, Poverty, and Lack of Maintenance:

o Problem:Many monuments and museums are underfunded. They crumble from

"benign neglect"—not active destruction, but a simple lack of care (e.g., leaking

roofs, termites, no climate control).

o Example: Historical buildings collapsing; artifacts in museums decaying.

4. Conflict and Insecurity:

o Problem:Wars and insurgencies are catastrophic. Sites can be deliberately

targeted (iconoclasm) or damaged as "collateral damage."

o Example: The Boko Haram insurgency disrupted ancient cultural practices and

festivals in the Northeast for years.

5. Corruption and Illicit Trafficking:

o Problem: This is one of the biggest threats.

o Case Study 1 (Looting): The Benin Expedition of 1897. This was a British

punitive expedition that captured Benin City, exiled the Oba, and looted

thousands of sculptures. This was not "trafficking" but an act of war.

o Case Study 2 (Trafficking): In the 1990s, archaeological sites at Nok and Ife

were illegally plundered by traffickers who smuggled artifacts to European and

American markets. This modern theft is a major crime.
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6. Religious Iconoclasm:

o Problem: The deliberate destruction of cultural heritage for religious reasons (e.g.,

destroying traditional shrines or masks, believing them to be "pagan" or

"demonic").

7. Environmental Threats:

o Problem: Climate change, desertification (threatening northern sites), and coastal

erosion (threatening sites like Badagry) are all major long-term threats.

Evaluation

1. List five major threats to Nigerian heritage.

2. How does globalization threaten intangible heritage like language?

3. What is "benin neglect"?

4. What is the difference between the 1897 Benin looting and the 1990s trafficking from

Nok sites?

5. How can religion be a threat to heritage?

Assignment

1. Look around your own community. Identify one heritage site or tradition that you think is

under threat. Describe the threat and propose one practical solution.

2. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Of all the threats to Nigerian heritage, which one

do you believe is the most dangerous and why?"
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WEEKS 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

Key Concepts for Revision:

 Citizenship: Legal, Political, Social definitions. Jus Soli vs. Jus Sanguinis.

 Heritage: Tangible (Movable/Immovable), Intangible, Natural.

 Acquisition: Birth (S25), Registration (S26), Naturalization (S27).

 Loss: Deprivation (S29), Renunciation (S30). Statelessness.

 Dual Citizenship (S28): The rule for citizens by birth vs. naturalization.

 Constitutional Chapters:

o Chapter III: Citizenship

o Chapter IV: Fundamental Rights (Justiciable)

o Chapter II: Duties (S24) & Objectives (Non-justiciable)

 Key Concepts: Generations of Rights, Rights vs. Privileges, Social Contract.

 Fundamental Rights: Life (S33), Dignity (S34), Liberty (S35), Fair Hearing (S36),

Expression (S39), Assembly (S40).

 Duties (S24): Obey law, pay tax, vote, respect symbols, NYSC.

 Symbols: Flag, Coat of Arms (all parts), Anthem (old vs. new), Pledge (origin),

Constitution (preamble controversy).

 Heritage Sites: UNESCO (Sukur, Osun-Osogbo), Tentative List (Benin Moat), National

(Nok, Igbo-Ukwu, Yankari).

 Preservation: Role of Govt (NCMM), Communities, Families. Digital Preservation.

 Repatriation: The Benin Bronzes and the 1897 expedition.

 Threats: Urbanization, Globalization (Cultural Imperialism), Neglect, Conflict, Illicit

Trafficking, Iconoclasm.

Sample Exam Structure

 Section A: Multiple Choice (40 marks)

o (40 questions covering all key concepts, dates, and definitions).

 Section B: Short Answer Questions (30 marks)
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o (Answer 5 out of 7 questions. E.g., "List the four conditions for naturalization,"

"Explain the difference between a right and a privilege").

 Section C: Essay Questions (30 marks)

o (Answer 2 out of 4 questions. E.g., "Discuss the three methods of acquiring

Nigerian citizenship, citing relevant constitutional sections," "Identify and explain

five major threats to the preservation of Nigerian heritage," "What are

fundamental human rights? List and explain five rights guaranteed to Nigerians

under Chapter IV").
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SS1 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

SECOND TERM
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WEEK 1: CITIZENSHIP BY LAW

Introduction: In the first term, we were introduced to the three main ways of acquiring

citizenship. This week, we will conduct a deep legal analysis of the primary source document

that defines and governs this status: The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

(as amended). Citizenship is, first and foremost, a legal construct.

1.1 The Legal Framework: Chapter III of the 1999 Constitution

This chapter (Sections 25-32) is the only legal authority that defines who is and who is not a

Nigerian citizen. It is the foundational law upon which all other immigration and nationality laws

are built.

1.2 Legal Analysis of Citizenship by Birth (Section 25)

This is the most secure form of citizenship; it is a right that cannot be deprived by the state.

 Section 25 (1)(a) & (b): This section establishes Nigeria's primary reliance on Jus

Sanguinis (right of blood).

o It states that a person born in Nigeria after independence is a citizen if "either of

his parents or any of his grandparents is a citizen of Nigeria."

o Legal Implication: This means a person could be born in Nigeria, live their

whole life in Nigeria, but if their parents and grandparents are not Nigerian

citizens (e.g., they are from Benin or Ghana), they are not automatically Nigerian

citizens by birth. This differs from the Jus Soli (right of soil) system in the USA,

where birth on US soil grants citizenship.

 Section 25 (1)(c): "every person born outside Nigeria either of whose parents is a citizen

of Nigeria."

o Legal Implication: This is "citizenship by descent." It legally binds the Nigerian

diaspora to the nation. A child born to a Nigerian parent in London, Houston, or

Beijing is as legally Nigerian as a child born in Lagos.

1.3 Legal Analysis of Citizenship by Registration (Section 26)
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This is an acquisitive process, not an automatic one. It requires application and approval from the

President.

 Section 26 (2)(a): "any woman who is or has been married to a citizen of Nigeria..."

o Legal & Social Implication: This clause is often debated. It specifically

mentions a "woman" marrying a male citizen. It does not explicitly grant the same

right to a foreign man who marries a female citizen, which some critics argue

contravenes Section 42 (Right to Freedom from Discrimination) on the basis of

sex.

 Section 26 (2)(b): "every person of full age and capacity born outside Nigeria any of

whose grandparents is a citizen of Nigeria."

o Legal Implication: This is a vital "re-entry" clause for the diaspora. For example,

if a Nigerian (1st gen) moves to the USA and has a child (2nd gen), that child is a

citizen by birth (S.25c). If that 2nd gen child has a child in the USA with an

American (3rd gen), the 3rd gen child is not a citizen by birth (as their parents are

not Nigerian). However, this 3rd gen person can apply for citizenship by

registration because their grandparent was Nigerian.

1.4 Legal Analysis of Citizenship by Naturalization (Section 27)

This is the process for foreigners with no Nigerian ancestry. It is a privilege, not a right, and the

conditions are deliberately strict.

 Section 27 (2): The applicant must satisfy the President of several conditions. The most

significant are:

o (d) "...in the opinion of the Governor of the State... he is acceptable to the local

community... and has been assimilated into the way of life of Nigerians in that

part of the Federation."

 Legal Implication: This is a major hurdle. It makes naturalization

dependent not just on objective facts (like residency) but on the subjective

opinion of a Governor and a local community.
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o (e) "...he has made or is capable of making useful contribution to the advancement,

progress and well-being of Nigeria."

o (g) "...he has, immediately preceding the date of his application, either... resided

in Nigeria for a continuous period of fifteen years..."

 Legal Implication: This 15-year requirement is one of the longest in the

world, signalling that naturalization is intended to be a difficult process

reserved for those with a deep, long-term commitment to the nation.

1.5 Legal Analysis of Loss of Citizenship (Sections 28-30)

 Dual Citizenship (S.28): Legally grants dual citizenship only to citizens by birth. A

naturalized or registered citizen can have their citizenship revoked if they acquire another

(with some exceptions).

 Deprivation (S.29): The state can forcibly take away citizenship from a naturalized or

registered person (e.g., for treason, or a 3-year prison sentence within 7 years of

naturalization). This cannot be done to a citizen by birth.

 Renunciation (S.30): This is the only way a citizen by birth can lose their citizenship. It

must be a voluntary, formal, and registered declaration.

1.6 The "Indigeneity" vs. "Citizenship" Debate

This is one of the most complex legal and social issues in Nigeria.

 Citizenship: Is a legal status granted by the Federal Constitution. As per Section 41 &

42, a citizen of Nigeria has the right to live, work, and own property anywhere, and not

be discriminated against based on their place of origin.

 Indigeneity: Is a social and political status, often called "son of the soil." It refers to

being a "native" of a particular State or Local Government Area (LGA) based on ancestry.

 The Conflict:While the Constitution champions citizenship, many practical rights are

tied to indigeneity. For example, admission into state universities, qualification for state

government jobs, and the right to run for certain political offices are often dependent on

possessing a "Certificate of Indigeneity" from an LGA.
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 The Problem: This creates a class of "non-indigenes" or "settlers"—people who are full

Nigerian citizens but are treated as second-class citizens in the very states where they

were born and have lived their entire lives. This directly contradicts Section 42 (Freedom

from Discrimination) and undermines national unity.

Evaluation

1. What is the primary legal document governing Nigerian citizenship?

2. Explain the legal difference between Jus Sanguinis and Jus Soli.

3. Critical Thinking: Explain the "Indigeneity vs. Citizenship" conflict. How does the

concept of "indigeneity" challenge Section 42 of the Constitution?

4. Why is Section 26(2)(a) (citizenship by registration) considered controversial by some

critics?

5. What are the two most difficult conditions a foreigner must meet to be naturalized under

Section 27?

Assignment

1. Read Section 28 ("Dual Citizenship") of the 1999 Constitution. Write a one-page analysis

explaining, in your own words, who is and who is not permitted to hold dual citizenship.

2. Case Study: A man from Ghana has lived in Ibadan for 20 years. His children were born

in Nigeria. What path must he (and his children) take to become citizens? Explain the

legal process for each. (Hint: Are his children citizens by birth under S.25? Why or why

not?)
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WEEK 2: RULE OF LAW

2.1 Concept of the Rule of Law

The Rule of Law is the political and legal philosophy that a state should be governed by law, not

by the arbitrary decisions of individual leaders. It means that the law is supreme and applies

equally to everyone, including the government itself. It is the opposite of tyranny, dictatorship, or

the "rule of man." In short: government by law, not bymen.

2.2 A.V. Dicey's Three Principles of the Rule of Law

The most famous definition was provided by British jurist A.V. Dicey. He identified three core

pillars:

1. Supremacy of the Law:

o No person can be punished or made to suffer except for a distinct breach of the

law, established in an ordinary court.

o This principle rejects all forms of arbitrary power. A government official (e.g.,

police, president) cannot act on a whim; they must act according to pre-existing,

public laws.

o In Nigeria: This is upheld by Section 36(8) ("No person shall be held to be guilty

of a criminal offence on account of any act or omission that did not, at the time it

took place, constitute such an offence..."). This forbids retroactive laws.

2. Equality Before the Law:

o All citizens, from the poorest farmer to the President, are subject to the same laws

and the same courts.

o No one is "above the law." It rejects the idea of special exemptions or privileges

for the ruling class.

o In Nigeria (Challenge): This principle is challenged by Section 308 (The

"Immunity Clause"), which grants the President, Vice-President, Governors,

and Deputy Governors immunity from civil and criminal prosecution while in

office. This is a major constitutional exception to Dicey's principle.

3. Predominance of Legal Spirit / Rights of Citizens:
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o Dicey argued that the rights of citizens (e.g., freedom of speech, assembly) are

best protected not by abstract declarations in a constitution, but by the concrete

decisions of independent judges in ordinary courts.

o In Nigeria:We have both. We have the "abstract declaration" (Chapter IV) and

the power of the courts to enforce them. An independent, fearless, and non-

corrupt judiciary is essential for this principle to work.

2.3 Importance of the Rule of Law

1. Protects Fundamental Rights: It is the shield that protects citizens from the government.

2. Prevents Tyranny: It ensures that leaders are servants of the law, not its masters.

3. Ensures Stability and Security:When laws are clear and predictable, society is stable.

4. Attracts Economic Investment: Foreign and local investors will only risk their money

in a country where contracts are enforced, property is protected, and disputes are settled

fairly by impartial courts.

5. Guarantees Equality: It is the foundation for ending discrimination.

2.4 Challenges to the Rule of Law in Nigeria

While the Constitution upholds the Rule of Law, in practice, it is undermined by several factors:

1. Corruption: (See Week 10) When judges, police, or officials can be bribed, the law is no

longer supreme; money is.

2. Slow Judicial Process: "Justice delayed is justice denied." If it takes 10 years to resolve

a case, the law loses its power.

3. Disobedience of Court Orders: There have been instances of government agencies

refusing to obey the decisions of the court. This is a direct attack on the supremacy of the

law.

4. Inequality of Access to Justice: Legal representation is expensive. A wealthy person

who can hire top lawyers has a significant advantage over a poor person who cannot.

5. The "Immunity Clause" (S.308): As discussed, this formally places some citizens

above the law while in office.
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Evaluation

1. Define the "Rule of Law" in one sentence.

2. List A.V. Dicey's three principles of the Rule of Law.

3. How does Section 308 of the 1999 Constitution (the "Immunity Clause") challenge the

principle of "Equality Before the Law"?

4. State two reasons why the Rule of Law is important for Nigeria's economy.

5. List three practical challenges (besides the Immunity Clause) that undermine the Rule of

Law in Nigeria.

Assignment

1. In your opinion, is the Rule of Law fully practiced in Nigeria? Write a 300-word essay

explaining your position, giving specific examples (e.g., from the news) to support your

argument.

2. Imagine a society without the Rule of Law. Describe what daily life might be like for an

ordinary citizen.
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WEEK 3: DEMOCRATIC VALUES

Introduction: Democracy (from the Greek demos "people" and kratos "rule") means "rule by

the people." It is not just a system of government (voting, parliament); it is a culture built on a

set of core values. Without these values, elections become meaningless rituals.

3.1 Structural Values: Separation of Powers & Checks and Balances

Before discussing cultural values, we must understand the structure of democracy. Based on the

theories of Baron de Montesquieu, democratic power is separated into three arms to prevent

any one person or group from becoming a tyrant.

1. The Legislature (National Assembly):

o Who: The Senate and House of Representatives.

o Role: To make laws.

o Check on others: Can impeach the President (check on Executive); must approve

judges (check on Judiciary).

2. The Executive (The Presidency):

o Who: The President, Vice-President, Ministers, and Civil Service.

o Role: To implement and enforce laws.

o Check on others: Can veto laws (check on Legislature); appoints judges (check

on Judiciary).

3. The Judiciary (The Courts):

o Who: The Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, High Courts.

o Role: To interpret laws.

o Check on others: Can declare laws unconstitutional (Judicial Review - check on

Legislature); can declare executive actions illegal (check on Executive).

3.2 Core Cultural Values of Democracy

1. Freedom (Liberty):

o This is the cornerstone. It includes the First-Generation rights (Term 1, Week 3).

o Freedom of Expression (S.39): The right to criticise the government without fear.
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o Freedom of the Press (S.39): A free, independent media to act as a "watchdog."

o Freedom of Assembly (S.40): The right to protest peacefully.

o Freedom of Thought & Religion (S.38): The right to believe as one chooses.

2. Participation:

o Democracy is not a spectator sport. It requires the active, willing participation of

its citizens.

o Forms of Participation: Voting, joining a political party, attending community

meetings, running for office, engaging in civil society (NGOs), and even peaceful

protest.

3. Tolerance:

o In a diverse nation like Nigeria, this is essential. It is the willingness to accept and

respect the beliefs, opinions, and practices of others, especially those you disagree

with.

o Political Tolerance: Accepting that the opposing party has a right to exist.

o Social/Religious Tolerance: Respecting other ethnic groups and religions (links

to S.42).

4. Accountability:

o This is the principle that leaders are answerable to the people who elected them.

o Mechanisms for Accountability: Elections, legislative oversight (impeachment),

judicial review, and a free press.

5. Human Rights:

o Democracy is built on the idea that every individual has inherent dignity and

rights (Chapter IV) that the government must protect.

6. Rule of Law (fromWeek 2):

o Democracy cannot exist without the rule of law. The law must be supreme.

7. Multi-Party System:

o Democracy requires choice. A system with only one legal party (a "one-party

state") is not a democracy.

Evaluation

1. What are the three arms of government, and what is the primary role of each?
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2. Explain the concept of "Checks and Balances." Give one example of how the Legislature

"checks" the Executive.

3. List five core cultural values of democracy.

4. Why is "tolerance" so important in a country like Nigeria?

5. What is "accountability"? Give two mechanisms for holding leaders accountable.

Assignment

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Of all the democratic values listed, which one do

you think is the weakest in Nigeria today, and why?"

2. Some people say "voting is the only thing that matters in a democracy." Do you agree or

disagree? Explain your answer, listing at least three other ways a citizen can participate.
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WEEK 4: NATIONAL UNITY & INTEGRATION

4.1 Defining Concepts

 National Unity: This is a state or feeling of "oneness" among the citizens of a nation. It

is the belief that what unites the people (e.g., being "Nigerian") is more important than

what divides them (e.g., being Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, Christian, Muslim).

 National Integration: This is the process of building that unity. It involves deliberate

policies and actions to break down ethnic, religious, and social barriers and encourage a

sense of shared identity and destiny.

4.2 The Need for Unity in Nigeria

Nigeria is one of the most diverse countries in the world. This diversity is a great heritage, but it

is also a source of potential conflict.

 Historical Context: Colonialism "amalgamated" these diverse groups in 1914 for

administrative convenience, not because they were naturally united.

 The Civil War (1967-1970): The Biafran War was a tragic and direct consequence of the

failure of national unity.

 Conclusion: National unity is not automatic; it must be actively and continuously built.

4.3 Benefits of National Unity & Integration

1. Peace and Stability: It reduces inter-ethnic and inter-religious conflict.

2. Economic Progress: Stability (from unity) attracts investment.

3. National Strength: A united country is stronger on the global stage.

4. Patriotism: Unity fosters a genuine love for the country.

4.4 Symbols of National Unity

 The Constitution, The National Flag , The National Anthem, The National Pledge

 The Presidency (as an institution)

 The FCT, Abuja (as a "unity capital")
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4.5 Strategies to Promote Unity (Constitutional & Practical)

The 1999 Constitution contains several "integrationist" policies:

1. The Federal Character Principle (Section 14(3)):

o This is a constitutional requirement that government appointments and resources

be distributed to "reflect the federal character" and prevent the "predominance" of

any single ethnic group.

o Controversy: Critics argue this promotes "quota systems" over merit, while

proponents argue it is essential to ensure inclusion and prevent marginalization.

2. National Youth Service Corps (NYSC):

o The primary goal is to post graduates to states other than their own to "inculcate

in them the spirit of oneness."

3. Federal Capital Territory (FCT) - Section 297:

o Abuja was chosen as a "unity capital" in the centre of the country, belonging to no

single major ethnic group.

4. Constitutional Rights:

o Section 41: Right to Freedom of Movement (to live anywhere).

o Section 42: Right to Freedom from Discrimination. (This is often in conflict with

"indigeneity" - see Week 1).

5. Practical Strategies:

o Inter-marriage, Education (this subject), Sports (Super Eagles), Common

Language (English and Pidgin).

4.6 Obstacles to National Unity

1. Ethno-religious Sentiments:When people give their primary loyalty to their ethnic or

religious group rather than to the nation.

2. Perceived Marginalization: The feeling by certain groups that they are being excluded

from power or a fair share of national resources (e.g., the debate over resource control in

the Niger Delta).
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3. Corruption & Nepotism:When leaders favour their own families or ethnic groups, it

destroys public trust and creates resentment.

4. Insecurity:Widespread insecurity (e.g., banditry, kidnapping) can force people to retreat

into their ethnic enclaves for safety, further dividing the country.

Evaluation

1. What is the difference between "National Unity" and "National Integration"?

2. Why is national unity not "automatic" in Nigeria?

3. List three benefits of national unity.

4. What is the "Federal Character Principle"?

5. List two constitutional strategies and two obstacles to national unity.

Assignment

1. The NYSC scheme was created to foster national unity. Based on your observations, do

you think it is still effective today? Write a 300-word essay arguing for or against the

continuation of the NYSC.

2. "The Federal Character Principle (quota system) does more harm than good because it

sacrifices merit for inclusion." Do you agree or disagree? Justify your position.
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WEEK 6: ETHNIC & RELIGIOUS HERITAGE OF NIGERIA

Introduction: In Term 1, we identified our heritage. This week, we will analyze that heritage as

a source of pluralism. Pluralism is not just the existence of diversity; it is the active belief that

this diversity is a good and valuable thing that should be respected and protected by law.

6.1 The Diversity of Ethnic Heritage

Nigeria is home to over 250 ethnic groups. This diversity is our heritage.

 The Three Largest Groups:

1. Hausa-Fulani: Predominantly in the North. Historically, their heritage is tied to

the centralized Emirates and the Sokoto Caliphate, with a long history of Islamic

scholarship, long-distance trade (trans-Saharan), and pastoralism (Fulani).

2. Yoruba: Predominantly in the Southwest. Their heritage is tied to a sophisticated

system of city-states (e.g., Ife, Oyo, Egba) ruled by Obas, with a rich tradition of

arts (Ife bronzes), urban living, and commerce.

3. Igbo: Predominantly in the Southeast. Their heritage is traditionally decentralized

and republican, with political power vested in village assemblies (Oha-na-eze)

and councils of elders. Their heritage is also strongly linked to commerce,

artisanship, and subsistence farming.

 Other Major Groups: This includes, but is not limited to, the Ijaw (Niger Delta, with a

heritage of fishing and living on waterways), Kanuri (Borno, tied to the ancient Kanem-

Bornu Empire), Ibibio-Efik (Cross River/Akwa Ibom, known for trade and secret

societies), Tiv (Benue, known for farming), Nupe (Niger), and Edo/Bini (Edo, tied to the

great Benin Empire and its famous bronzes).

6.2 The Diversity of Religious Heritage

1. African Traditional Religion (ATR):

o This is the indigenous religious heritage of all ethnic groups.



45

o It is a diverse set of beliefs, often characterized by a belief in a Supreme Being

(e.g., Olodumare, Chukwu, Abasi), lesser divinities (Orishas, Alusi), and the

veneration of ancestors.

o It forms the cultural bedrock for many festivals, rituals, and social norms.

2. Islam:

o Islam entered Nigeria as early as the 11th century (Kanem-Bornu) and became

firmly established in the Hausa states by the 14th century via trans-Saharan trade.

o The 1804 Jihad of Usman dan Fodio cemented its role in the North.

3. Christianity:

o It was first introduced by the Portuguese in the 15th century but did not take deep

root until the 19th-century missionary activities that accompanied colonialism,

particularly in the South.

4. Religious Syncretism:

o A "robust" analysis must acknowledge that these three pillars are not always

separate. Syncretism is the blending of beliefs and practices from different

religions.

o Many Nigerians identify as Christian or Muslim while still honouring traditional

cultural norms, participating in festivals, or holding traditional beliefs about

ancestors. This blend is a unique part of our modern Nigerian heritage.

6.3 The Importance of Respect for Plurality

 Constitutional Protection:

o Section 38: Guarantees freedom of thought, conscience, and religion.

o Section 42: Guarantees freedom from discrimination based on ethnic group or

religion.

 Source of Conflict:When this respect breaks down, it leads to ethno-religious conflict.

 Source of Strength:When respected, pluralism is a massive asset. It provides a rich

tapestry of art, food, ideas, music, and perspectives that makes Nigerian culture (e.g.,

Nollywood, Afrobeats) so dynamic.

Evaluation Questions (Week 6)
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1. What is "pluralism"?

2. Briefly describe the key difference in the traditional political heritage of the Igbo and the

Yoruba.

3. What is "religious syncretism"? Give an example.

4. How does the 1999 Constitution legally protect religious and ethnic pluralism? (Cite two

sections).

5. Name the three "largest" ethnic groups and four "other" major ethnic groups in Nigeria.

Assignment Questions (Week 6)

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "How Diversity (of food, music, and language) is

Nigeria's greatest strength."

2. Research one of the "Other Major Groups" (e.g., Ijaw, Kanuri, Tiv, Ibibio, Edo). Write a

one-page report on their unique cultural heritage (e.g., festivals, social structure,

traditional occupation).
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WEEK 8: INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS & SOCIAL HARMONY

8.1 Concepts of Harmony

 Interpersonal Relations: The way in which two or more people interact, communicate,

and behave with each other.

 Social Harmony: A state of peaceful, co-operative, and respectful co-existence among

different groups within a society. It is "National Unity" (Week 4) in daily practice.

 Tolerance: (See Week 3) The ability to accept and respect others, even when you

disagree.

8.2 Values that Promote Social Harmony

Before fixing conflict, these values can prevent it.

1. Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of another person (to "walk in

their shoes").

2. Respect: Treating others with dignity, regardless of their background.

3. Honesty & Trust: Social harmony is impossible when groups do not trust each other.

Honesty is the foundation of trust.

4. Hospitality: A key Nigerian cultural value, welcoming strangers and guests, which

builds bridges between communities.

8.3 Importance of Peaceful Co-existence

In a pluralistic society (Week 6), peaceful co-existence is a necessity for survival and progress.

1. Prevents Conflict: It stops minor disagreements from escalating into major ethno-

religious violence.

2. Builds Trust: Harmony builds trust between neighbours, communities, and groups.

3. Fosters Co-operation: People who trust each other can work together to build better

communities.

4. Creates a Safe Environment: It allows people to live and work anywhere in the country

without fear (upholding S.41).
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8.4 Strategies for Conflict Resolution

Conflicts are inevitable. The goal is not a society with no conflict, but a society that can resolve

conflict peacefully.

1. Negotiation:

o What it is: Direct discussion between the two conflicting parties to find a "win-

win" solution.

o Example: A farmer and a herder meet to agree on a specific path for cattle to pass.

2. Mediation:

o What it is: The conflicting parties use a neutral third party to help them

communicate. The mediator does not make a decision.

o Example: A traditional ruler or religious leader (Imam/Pastor) sits with the

farmer and herder to help them talk.

3. Arbitration:

o What it is: The conflicting parties agree to let a neutral third party (an arbitrator)

listen to both sides and make a binding decision.

o Example: Two businesses agree to have an arbitrator settle a contract dispute

instead of going to court.

4. Litigation:

o What it is: Using the formal legal system (courts) to resolve a dispute.

o Example: Suing someone for breach of contract. This is often the last resort as it

is slow, expensive, and can create "winners" and "losers" rather than harmony.

8.5 Individual Role in Promoting Harmony

 Avoid stereotyping and prejudice.

 Refuse to spread "hate speech" or unverified rumours (especially on social media).

 Emphasize common values (e.g., family, hard work, faith).

 Build personal friendships across ethnic and religious lines.

Evaluation
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1. What is the difference between "Negotiation" and "Mediation"?

2. Define "Social Harmony."

3. List four methods of conflict resolution.

4. List three values that promote social harmony.

5. What is the role of a mediator?

Assignment

1. Describe a real or imagined conflict that could happen in your school or community.

Explain how you would use mediation to solve it.

2. "Social media does more to harm social harmony than to help it." Write a 300-word essay

agreeing or disagreeing with this statement.
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WEEK 9: LEADERSHIP & FOLLOWERSHIP

9.1 Defining Concepts

 Leadership: The ability to influence, guide, and inspire a group of people towards

achieving a common goal. It is not just about holding a position; it is about action and

influence.

 Followership: The ability to actively follow, support, and work with a leader to achieve a

common goal. Good followership is not blind obedience; it is an active, critical, and

supportive role.

9.2 The Reciprocal Relationship

Leadership and followership are two sides of the same coin.

 A leader needs followers.

 Followers need a leader for direction.

 A good leader is often a good follower (e.g., a Governor follows the Constitution).

 A good follower can become a good leader.

9.3 Types/Styles of Leadership

This is a framework for analyzing how leaders behave.

1. Autocratic/Authoritarian: The leader makes all decisions with little to no input from

followers. (e.g., Military dictatorship). Pro: Fast decisions. Con: Leads to resentment,

errors.

2. Democratic/Participative: The leader involves followers in decision-making,

encouraging discussion and feedback. (e.g., An ideal modern president). Pro: High

morale, better decisions. Con: Slow.

3. Laissez-Faire ("Let them do"): The leader is "hands-off," giving followers complete

freedom to make decisions. Pro: Good for highly skilled, motivated experts. Con: Can

lead to chaos and lack of direction.
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4. Transformational: The leader inspires and motivates followers with a powerful vision,

changing their beliefs and attitudes. (e.g., Leaders like Murtala Muhammed or Nelson

Mandela).

9.4 Qualities of a Good Leader

1. Integrity & Honesty: Trustworthy, transparent, and not corrupt.

2. Competence & Knowledge: Understands the problems.

3. Vision: Has a clear, positive idea of the future.

4. Empathy & Compassion: Understands and cares about the needs of the people.

5. Accountability: Takes responsibility for failures, not just successes.

6. Decisiveness: Able to make tough decisions.

9.5 Duties of a Good Follower

1. Participation & Support: Actively helping the leader achieve the good goals (e.g.,

voting, paying taxes).

2. Loyalty: Being loyal to the nation and the office, not just to the person.

3. Constructive Criticism: The duty to speak up respectfully and offer solutions when the

leader is wrong. This is not disloyalty.

4. Critical Thinking: Refusing to follow blindly. Analyzing policies and asking questions.

5. Holding Leaders Accountable: Using democratic tools (press, protests, elections).

9.6 Examples from Nigerian History

 Pre-Colonial:

o Queen Amina of Zaria: (c. 16th Century) A legendary autocratic and

transformational military leader.

o The Alafin of Oyo: (Oyo Empire) A model of constitutional monarchy, a pre-

colonial "democratic" style where the Alafin's power was "checked" by the

Oyomesi.

 Nationalist:



52

o Herbert Macaulay, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, Ahmadu Bello:

(The "Big Three") Transformational leaders who mobilized their followers (the

people) with a vision of independence.

 Post-Colonial:

o Murtala Muhammed: (1975-1976) Remembered for his decisive, anti-

corruption, transformational leadership.

Evaluation

1. Define "Leadership" and "Followership."

2. Briefly describe two types of leadership (e.g., Autocratic, Democratic).

3. Why is good followership not "blind obedience"?

4. List five qualities of a good leader.

5. What is "constructive criticism" and why is it a duty of a good follower?

Assignment

1. In your opinion, which is Nigeria's bigger problem: a "leadership problem" or a

"followership problem"? Write a 300-word essay explaining your choice.

2. Choose any current leader (local, state, or federal). Using the "Types/Styles of

Leadership" framework, which style do you think they use most often? Justify your

answer with examples.
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WEEK 10: CORRUPTION & ITS EFFECTS ON CITIZENSHIP

10.1 Meaning of Corruption

Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power (or public office) for private gain. (Definition

from Transparency International).

 It is the opposite of integrity and accountability (Week 9).

 It is a direct violation of the Rule of Law (Week 2).

10.2 Forms of Corruption

1. Bribery: Offering or accepting money to influence a decision.

2. Embezzlement: The theft of public funds by the person entrusted with them.

3. Nepotism & Favouritism: Giving jobs or contracts to family members (nepotism) or

friends (favouritism) instead of the most qualified person.

4. Extortion: Using one's official position or threats to demand money from citizens.

5. Election Rigging: Political corruption that steals the right of citizens to choose their

leaders.

10.3 Root Causes of Corruption

Why is corruption so widespread?

1. Weak Institutions:When the police, judiciary, and civil service are underfunded,

underpaid, and easily compromised, they cannot check corruption.

2. Poverty & Low Wages: "Survival corruption" occurs when public servants (like police

or teachers) are paid wages too low to live on, making them resort to bribes to survive.

3. Culture of Impunity: A widespread belief that corrupt leaders will never be punished.

This encourages more corruption.

4. Societal Pressures: An emphasis on "get rich quick" and wealth, regardless of the source.

Communities may celebrate a corrupt politician who shares money, rather than an honest

but poor one.
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5. Lack of Transparency: Complex, secret, and bureaucratic processes (e.g., for getting a

passport or clearing goods) create opportunities for officials to demand bribes.

10.4 Dangers & Effects on Citizenship and the Nation

Corruption is a cancer that destroys the relationship between the citizen and the state.

1. Destroys the Social Contract: (See Week 4)

o When leaders embezzle tax money, they break the contract.

o This makes citizens unwilling to perform their duties (e.g., tax evasion), and the

state collapses.

2. Erodes Rule of Law & Equality:

o Corruption creates a system where the rich are above the law, destroying

"Equality Before the Law" (Week 2).

3. Undermines Democracy:

o If leaders can "buy" votes, the values of participation and accountability (Week 3)

become meaningless.

4. Destroys National Heritage: (See Term 1, Week 10)

o Funds meant for museums are embezzled. Corrupt officials take bribes to allow

the illicit trafficking of artifacts.

5. Kills Economic Development:

o Infrastructure (roads, hospitals, schools) is not built or is built badly.

o Investors are scared away. Poverty and unemployment increase.

10.5 Prevention of Corruption

 Government Agencies: The EFCC (Economic and Financial Crimes Commission) and

ICPC (Independent Corrupt Practices Commission).

 An Independent, Well-Paid Judiciary: To punish offenders.

 A Free Press: To act as a "watchdog."

 Technology & Transparency: Using BVN, online payments, and digital records to

make transactions transparent and reduce human contact.

 Individual Integrity: The refusal by leaders and followers to give or take bribes.
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Evaluation

1. Define "Corruption" using the Transparency International definition.

2. What is the difference between "Bribery" and "Embezzlement"?

3. List three root causes of corruption.

4. Explain how corruption destroys the "Social Contract" between citizens and the state.

5. Name the two primary anti-corruption agencies in Nigeria.

Assignment

1. Some people argue that "low-level" corruption (e.g., bribing a NEPA official) is not a big

deal. Write a 300-word essay arguing against this. Explain how "small" corruption

contributes to the "big" corruption.

2. What is the role of technology (e.g., BVN, online payments) in fighting corruption?

Write a one-page report.
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WEEKS 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

Key Concepts for Revision:

 Citizenship by Law: Chapter III (S.25-S.32). Jus Sanguinis vs. Jus Soli. "Indigeneity vs.

Citizenship" conflict.

 Rule of Law: A.V. Dicey's 3 principles (Supremacy, Equality, Legal Spirit). Challenges

(S.308, corruption, slow judiciary).

 Democratic Values: Structural (Separation of Powers, Checks & Balances) and Cultural

(Freedom, Participation, Tolerance, Accountability).

 National Unity: Unity vs. Integration. Benefits. Strategies (Fed Character, NYSC).

Obstacles (Marginalization, Insecurity).

 Ethnic & Religious Heritage: Pluralism. "Big Three." Other groups. Three religious

heritages (ATR, Islam, Christianity). Religious Syncretism.

 Social Harmony: Values (Empathy, Respect). Conflict Resolution Methods (Negotiation,

Mediation, Arbitration, Litigation).

 Leadership & Followership: Reciprocal relationship. Types of Leadership (Autocratic,

Democratic, etc.). Qualities of leaders. Duties of followers (Constructive Criticism).

 Corruption: Definition. Forms (Bribery, Embezzlement, Nepotism). Root Causes

(Weak institutions, poverty, impunity). Effects (on Social Contract, Economy). Role of

EFCC/ICPC.

Sample Exam Structure

 Section A: Multiple Choice (40 marks)

o (Covering all key concepts, constitutional sections, and definitions).

 Section B: Short Answer Questions (30 marks)

o (Answer 5 out of 7 questions. E.g., "List the three principles of the Rule of Law,"

"Explain two strategies for promoting national unity," "What is the difference

between 'indigeneity' and 'citizenship'?")

 Section C: Essay Questions (30 marks)
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o (Answer 2 out of 4 questions. E.g., "Discuss the 'Federal Character Principle' and

'NYSC' as two constitutional strategies for promoting national integration. What

are their main challenges?", "Define corruption and analyze its devastating effects

on the Rule of Law and the Social Contract in Nigeria," "What are democratic

values? Explain the three arms of government under the 'Separation of Powers'

and list five cultural values of democracy.")
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SS1 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

THIRD TERM
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WEEK 1: GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Introduction: Thus far, we have focused on citizenship as a legal relationship with a nation-

state (Nigeria). This week, we expand this idea to the entire planet. Global citizenship is the

concept that one's identity and responsibilities transcend national borders and that all human

beings are members of a single, global community.

1.1 The Concept of Global Citizenship

 Definition: It is the idea that all people have rights and civic responsibilities that come

with being a member of the world, in addition to the rights and responsibilities of their

national citizenship.

 Core Idea: It is a moral and ethical concept, not a legal one. You cannot get a "global

passport." It is a mindset based on understanding that global issues are interconnected.

 Example: A problem like climate change, a pandemic (like COVID-19), or ocean

pollution cannot be solved by one country alone. It requires global cooperation. A global

citizen understands this and feels a responsibility to act.

1.2 Globalization and Global Citizenship

 What is Globalization? It is the process of rapid interaction and integration among

people, companies, and governments worldwide.

 Drivers of Globalization:

1. Technology: The internet, social media, and mobile phones allow us to

communicate instantly and freely across borders.

2. Economy:Multinational corporations (like Shell, MTN, Google) operate in many

countries.

3. Transport: Cheaper and faster air travel makes it easy to move around the world.

 Link to Global Citizenship: Globalization is the force that creates the need for global

citizenship. Because our economies and problems are so interconnected (globalization),

we must develop a sense of shared responsibility (global citizenship) to manage them.

1.3 Rights and Responsibilities of a Global Citizen
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Global "Rights" (Based on the UN's

Universal Declaration of Human

Rights)

Global Responsibilities (The Moral Duties)

The right to life, liberty, and security

(Article 3)

The responsibility to understand one's own

perspective and the perspectives of others.

The right to be free from slavery or torture

(Art. 4, 5)

The responsibility to respect the principle of

diversity (cultural, religious, ethnic).

The right to a nationality (Article 15) The responsibility to advocate for human rights

(for all people, not just fellow Nigerians).

The right to freedom of thought and

expression (Art. 18, 19)

The responsibility to challenge injustice and

inequality (e.g., global poverty, unfair trade rules).

The right to a standard of living adequate

for health (Art. 25)

The responsibility to protect the planet (e.g.,

reduce waste, conserve water, fight climate change).

1.4 Global vs. National Citizenship

 National Citizenship: Is legal. Defined by a Constitution. Grants legal rights (e.g., to

vote, to a passport). Enforced by a government.

 Global Citizenship: Is moral. Defined by humanity. Grants moral rights (e.g., the right

to dignity). Enforced by one's conscience and the work of international organizations.

 Conclusion: The two are not in conflict. One can be a proud Nigerian and a responsible

global citizen at the same time.

Evaluation Questions (Week 1)

1. Define "Global Citizenship" in your own words.

2. What is "globalization"? List two factors that drive it.

3. Is global citizenship a legal or a moral concept? Explain your answer.

4. State two "rights" and two "responsibilities" of a global citizen.

5. How is national citizenship different from global citizenship?

Assignment Questions (Week 1)
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1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "How the Internet and social media have made

every Nigerian a global citizen."

2. "Global problems (like climate change) are not Nigeria's priority; we have our own

problems (like poverty)." Write a 300-word essay agreeing or disagreeing with this

statement.
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WEEK 2: CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION IN OTHER COUNTRIES

Introduction: By studying how other countries define and teach citizenship, we can better

understand our own system. Each country's approach is shaped by its unique history and values.

2.1 Case Study 1: The United States (USA)

 Historical Context: A nation of immigrants.

 Primary Path to Citizenship: Jus Soli (Right of the Soil).

o The 14th Amendment to the US Constitution grants automatic citizenship to any

person born on US soil, regardless of the citizenship of their parents.

o This is the opposite of Nigeria's Jus Sanguinis system.

 Citizenship Education:

o Focuses heavily on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the "Founding

Fathers."

o Emphasizes individual rights, liberty, and patriotism.

o Naturalization Test: To become a citizen, an immigrant must pass a test on US

history, government, and English.

2.2 Case Study 2: The United Kingdom (UK)

 Historical Context: A former global empire with a long history of monarchy.

 Primary Path to Citizenship: Jus Sanguinis (Right of Blood).

o Similar to Nigeria, being born in the UK does not automatically grant citizenship.

A person is a citizen if one or both parents are British citizens or "settled" in the

UK.

 Citizenship Education:

o Focuses on "British values" (which they define as democracy, rule of law,

individual liberty, and mutual respect for other faiths).

o Emphasizes the role of the Monarchy (King/Queen) and Parliament.

o Naturalization Test: Immigrants must pass a test called the "Life in the UK

Test," which covers history, traditions, and government.
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2.3 Case Study 3: Ghana

 Historical Context: AWest African neighbour with a similar colonial history to Nigeria.

 Primary Path to Citizenship: A mix of Jus Sanguinis and Jus Soli.

o A person is a citizen by birth if born in Ghana and at least one parent or

grandparent was a citizen (like Nigeria).

o Crucially, their 1992 Constitution also grants citizenship to a child of "not more

than seven years of age found in Ghana whose parents are not known."

 Citizenship Education:

o Strong focus on Pan-Africanism (the unity of all African peoples).

o Emphasizes national unity, democracy, and a very strong stance against all forms

of discrimination (legacy of Kwame Nkrumah).

o Actively promotes the right and duty of citizens to challenge "abuse of power and

corruption."

2.4 Case Study 4: South Africa

 Historical Context: A nation defined by the struggle against Apartheid (a legal system

of racial segregation).

 Primary Path to Citizenship: A mix of Jus Sanguinis and Jus Soli.

 Citizenship Education:

o The entire system is built on the post-apartheid 1996 Constitution, which is one of

the most progressive in the world.

o Focuses on transformative constitutionalism—using the law to heal the

divisions of the past and build a non-racial, non-sexist society.

o Emphasizes human dignity, equality, and the advancement of human rights. It is

less about "what was" and more about "what must be."

Evaluation

1. What is the main difference between how the USA and Nigeria grant citizenship by birth?

2. What is the "Life in the UK Test"?

3. What is "transformative constitutionalism" as practiced in South Africa?
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4. Which country's citizenship education focuses strongly on Pan-Africanism?

5. What is Jus Soli? Which country we studied uses it?

Assignment

1. Write a one-page comparison of Nigeria's path to citizenship (Term 2, Week 1) and the

USA's path. Which system do you think is better and why?

2. South Africa's citizenship education is based on "healing the divisions of the past." Given

Nigeria's history (e.g., the Civil War), do you think Nigeria should adopt a similar

approach? Write a 300-word essay.
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WEEK 3: INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS & CITIZENSHIP

Introduction: International organizations are groups formed by different countries to work

together on common goals. They create rules and standards that influence the rights and lives of

citizens in member countries, including Nigeria.

3.1 The United Nations (UN)

 Who: A global organization of 193 member states, founded in 1945 (after World War II)

to prevent another world war.

 Purpose: To maintain international peace and security, promote human rights, and foster

social and economic development.

 Relevance to Citizenship:

o Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): The UN created this

foundational document in 1948. It is the global standard for human rights that

Chapter IV of the Nigerian Constitution is based on.

o It gives a voice to all nations, big and small, in the General Assembly.

3.2 The African Union (AU)

 Who: A continental organization of all 55 African states. It replaced the Organization of

African Unity (OAU) in 2002.

 Purpose: To promote the unity and solidarity of African states, defend their sovereignty,

and promote democratic principles and human rights in Africa.

 Relevance to Citizenship:

o African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights: This is Africa's own human

rights document. It is unique because it includes peoples' rights (e.g., the right to

self-determination, the right to a clean environment).

o The AU can send peacekeeping missions and suspend member states that have

unconstitutional changes of government (e.g., a military coup).

3.3 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
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 Who: A regional organization of 15 West African states, including Nigeria, Ghana,

Senegal, etc.

 Purpose: To promote economic integration and a single trading bloc in West Africa.

 Relevance to Citizenship:

o ECOWAS Protocol on Free Movement: This is the most important part for

citizens. It gives a citizen of any member state the right to enter, reside, and work

in any other member state without a visa.

o This protocol is why Nigerians can travel to Ghana, and Ghanians can travel to

Nigeria, with just a passport or ID card. It creates a form of "regional citizenship."

o ECOWAS Court of Justice: This court can hear cases from citizens who believe

their human rights have been violated by their own government.

3.4 The Commonwealth of Nations

 Who: A political association of 56 member states, most of which are former colonies of

the British Empire (including Nigeria, UK, Canada, India, South Africa, Ghana).

 Purpose: To promote shared values of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

 Relevance to Citizenship:

o It is a voluntary association based on shared history, language (English), and legal

systems.

o It provides educational opportunities (e.g., Commonwealth Scholarships) and a

platform for cooperation (e.g., the Commonwealth Games).

Evaluation

1. What is the main purpose of the UN?

2. What is the "ECOWAS Protocol on Free Movement," and why is it important?

3. How is the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (AU) different from the UN's

UDHR?

4. What is the main historical link between members of the Commonwealth?

5. Name the four international organizations studied this week.

Assignment
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1. In your opinion, which of the four organizations (UN, AU, ECOWAS, Commonwealth)

has the biggest practical impact on the daily life of an average Nigerian citizen? Write a

300-word essay justifying your choice.

2. Research the ECOWAS Court of Justice. Find one real case where a Nigerian citizen

sued the Nigerian government at this court and report on the outcome.
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WEEK 4: PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Introduction: In Term 1 (Week 3), we learned what our constitutional rights are. This week, we

learn who protects them. A right that cannot be defended is not a right at all.

4.1 The Role of the Judiciary

 Primary Protector: The courts (Judiciary) are the most important protector of human

rights.

 Constitutional Power (Section 6): The courts are given the power to interpret the law.

 Enforcement (Section 46): This section specifically gives any citizen whose rights

(under Chapter IV) have been violated the power to go to the High Court for redress (a

remedy).

 How they protect:

1. Judicial Review: They can declare a law made by the National Assembly

"unconstitutional" and void if it violates Chapter IV.

2. Enforcement Orders: They can order the police, the government, or a private

citizen to stop violating a right.

3. Awarding Damages: They can order the violator to pay monetary compensation

to the victim.

4.2 The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

 What is it? A government-funded independent body created by law (the NHRC Act) to

promote and protect human rights in Nigeria.

 Its Role (Different from Courts):

o It is not a court, but it can investigate claims of human rights abuses.

o It can mediate disputes (Term 2, Week 8).

o It conducts public education to teach citizens about their rights.

o It monitors prisons, police cells, and other places of detention to check for abuses.

o It advises the government on human rights issues.

4.3 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
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 What are they? Private, non-profit organizations that work to defend specific causes.

 Examples in Nigeria:

o Amnesty International (AI) Nigeria: A global NGO that investigates and

reports on human rights abuses (e.g., torture, illegal detention).

o Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO): A Nigerian NGO that fights for human

rights and the rule of law.

o Transition Monitoring Group (TMG): A collection of NGOs that monitors

elections to ensure they are free and fair (protecting the right to vote).

 How they protect:

1. "Naming and Shaming": They investigate and publish reports that expose abuses,

putting pressure on the government to act.

2. Providing Legal Aid: They often have lawyers who will represent victims of rights

abuses in court for free.

3. Advocacy: They campaign to change bad laws.

4.4 International Courts

 When are they used?When a country's own judicial system is unable or unwilling to

stop the most serious crimes.

 International Criminal Court (ICC):

o Located in The Hague, Netherlands.

o It is a "court of last resort."

o It prosecutes individuals (not countries) for the worst possible crimes: genocide,

war crimes, and crimes against humanity.

 International Court of Justice (ICJ):

o This is the UN's main court. It handles disputes between countries, not individuals.

(e.g., Nigeria vs. Cameroon over the Bakassi Peninsula).

Evaluation

1. According to the Constitution, which body is the primary protector of human rights?
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2. What is the difference between the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and a

regular court?

3. Name two ways NGOs protect human rights.

4. What is the difference between the ICC and the ICJ?

5. What four major crimes does the ICC prosecute?

Assignment

1. Imagine a citizen's right to peaceful protest (S.40) is violated by the police. Describe the

process they could take to get justice, mentioning the roles of an NGO, the NHRC, and

the Judiciary.

2. Research the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of Nigeria. Write a one-page

report on its functions and one major case or investigation it has conducted.
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WEEK 6: CULTURAL EXCHANGE & TOURISM

Introduction: In Term 1 (Week 8 & 9), we learned about our heritage and the need to preserve it.

This week, we explore how sharing that heritage with the world, through exchange and tourism,

can be a powerful tool for both its preservation and the nation's economic development.

6.1 Defining the Concepts

 Cultural Exchange: A process where people from different cultures share ideas,

traditions, art, language, and customs. This can be through formal programs (e.g., sending

Nigerian students abroad, hosting foreign students) or informally (e.g., through music,

film, and food).

 Tourism: The business of providing services (like transport, accommodation,

entertainment) for people who are travelling for pleasure.

o Cultural Tourism: A specific type of tourism where the main motivation is to

experience a country's culture and heritage (e.g., visiting the Osun-Osogbo Sacred

Grove, attending the Argungu Fishing Festival).

6.2 Importance for the Economy

1. Foreign Exchange (Forex):When international tourists visit Nigeria, they spend foreign

currency (Dollars, Euros, Pounds). This forex is vital for the national economy.

2. Job Creation: Tourism is a labour-intensive industry. It creates jobs for hotel staff, tour

guides, drivers, restaurant owners, artists, and craftsmen.

3. Infrastructure Development: To attract tourists, a government must build good roads,

airports, hospitals, and hotels, which also benefits local citizens.

4. Tax Revenue: The government earns revenue by taxing tourism businesses (e.g., airport

fees, hotel taxes).

6.3 Importance for Heritage Preservation

This is a key relationship. Heritage attracts tourists, and the money from tourists can be used to

protect the heritage.
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1. Funding: Revenue from tourism (e.g., ticket sales at a national monument or park) can

be re-invested into maintaining, protecting, and restoring that site.

2. Creates Value & Pride:When communities see that their local festival or craft is

attracting global visitors, they realize its economic and cultural value. This gives them a

powerful incentive to preserve it for future generations, rather than letting it die out.

3. Drives Awareness: A popular tourist site (like the Yankari Game Reserve or the Benin

Moat) becomes globally famous. This awareness can attract international help (e.g., from

UNESCO) for its preservation.

6.4 Nigeria's "Soft Power"

 Cultural Exchange as "Soft Power": "Soft Power" is a country's ability to influence

others without force (which is "hard power" like the military).

 Example: Nigeria's biggest global export is its culture.

o Nollywood: Is a global phenomenon, shaping how the world sees Nigeria (and

Africa).

o Afrobeats: Artists like Burna Boy, Wizkid, and Davido are global superstars.

They are "cultural ambassadors" who project Nigerian soft power worldwide.

 This exchange creates a positive image of Nigeria, which can boost tourism, diplomacy,

and investment.

Evaluation

1. What is the difference between "Cultural Exchange" and "Cultural Tourism"?

2. List three ways tourism is important for Nigeria's economy.

3. Explain the relationship between tourism and heritage preservation.

4. What is "Soft Power"?

5. Give two examples of Nigerian "soft power."

Assignment
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1. Choose one Nigerian cultural heritage site (e.g., Osun-Osogbo Grove, Kano City Walls,

Yankari) or one festival (e.g., Eyo, Argungu, New Yam). Write a one-page "brochure" to

convince a foreign tourist to visit.

2. "Nollywood and Afrobeats have done more to promote Nigeria's global image than any

government embassy." Write a 300-word essay agreeing or disagreeing.
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WEEK 8: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN CITIZENSHIP

Introduction: The meaning of citizenship is not static; it is constantly evolving to meet new

challenges. This week, we examine three of the biggest contemporary (modern) issues that are

changing our understanding of citizenship.

8.1 Issue 1: Migration (The "Brain Drain")

 What is it?Migration is the movement of people from one country to another. "Brain

Drain" is the specific term for the large-scale migration of highly skilled, educated, and

professional citizens (like doctors, engineers, nurses, IT specialists) to other countries.

 The Issue:

o "Japa": This is the local term for this phenomenon.

o Causes: People leave seeking better job opportunities, higher salaries, better

quality of life, security, and professional development.

o Effect on Citizenship: It creates a "citizenship deficit." The nation invests

heavily in educating a citizen (e.g., in medical school), but that citizen then uses

their skills to develop another country. This drains Nigeria of the very

professionals it needs to develop, weakening the state.

8.2 Issue 2: Digital Citizenship

 What is it? This refers to the rights and responsibilities of citizens as they participate in

the online, digital world (e.g., social media, websites, forums).

 The Issue: The internet is a "new territory" that challenges old ideas of citizenship.

 Digital Rights:

o Right to Access: The idea that all citizens should have access to affordable,

reliable internet.

o Right to Privacy: Protecting your personal data from the government or

corporations.

o Right to Expression: Your freedom of speech (S.39) applies online.

 Digital Responsibilities:

o Digital Literacy: The ability to find, evaluate, and create information online.
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o Fighting "Fake News": The responsibility not to share unverified rumours or

"hate speech" that could cause real-world violence (Term 2, Week 8).

o "Netiquette": Behaving ethically and respectfully online.

8.3 Issue 3: Climate Change & Environmental Citizenship

 What is it? Climate Change refers to the long-term, human-caused changes in global

weather patterns (e.g., rising temperatures, extreme weather).

 The Issue: Environmental problems require a new form of "environmental citizenship."

 Impact on Nigeria: This is not an abstract problem. In Nigeria, it manifests as:

o Desertification: The Sahara Desert expanding south, destroying farmland in the

North.

o Flooding: Extreme rainfall and rising sea levels threatening coastal cities like

Lagos.

o Conflict: It worsens conflict, as herders and farmers are forced to compete for

shrinking land and water.

 Environmental Citizenship: This is the idea that a citizen's duties include protecting the

environment.

o Responsibilities: Reducing waste, proper waste disposal (not blocking drainages),

conserving electricity and water, and holding government/corporations

accountable for pollution (e.g., oil spills).

Evaluation

1. What is "Brain Drain"?

2. Define "Digital Citizenship."

3. List two "digital rights" and two "digital responsibilities."

4. What is the citizen's responsibility regarding "fake news"?

5. List two specific ways climate change is affecting Nigeria.

Assignment
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1. "The 'Japa' (Brain Drain) phenomenon is not a failure of patriotism; it is a rational

response to a failure of government." Write a 300-word essay explaining your position on

this.

2. Create a "Code of Conduct for Digital Citizenship" with 10 rules for students at your

school to follow when they are online.
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WEEK 9: PATRIOTISM

Introduction:We often confuse patriotism with "nationalism" or symbols. Patriotism is love for

one's country. Nationalism is the ideology that one's country is superior to others (which can be

dangerous). This week, we focus on genuine patriotism.

9.1 Meaning of Patriotism

 Definition: Patriotism is the love, devotion, and sense of attachment to one's homeland

(Nigeria).

 It is not:

o Blind obedience to the government.

o Believing your country is perfect.

o Simply singing the anthem or waving the flag.

 Genuine Patriotism: True patriotism involves both loving your country and being

willing to criticise it (constructively) to make it better. A true patriot holds the

government accountable to the nation's values. (Links to Term 2, Week 9 on

"Followership").

9.2 Importance of Patriotism

1. Fosters National Unity: A shared love for the country can bridge ethnic and religious

divides (Term 2, Week 4).

2. Drives Development: Patriotic citizens are more likely to pay their taxes, obey laws, and

work hard for the nation's progress.

3. Encourages Civic Participation: A patriot is an active citizen. They vote, volunteer, and

engage in their community because they care about its future.

4. Strengthens the Nation: It creates a "social bond" that makes the country more resilient

in times of crisis (e.g., economic recession, pandemic).

9.3 Ways of Showing Patriotism

Patriotism is shown through action, not just words.
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 Symbolic Actions (Important, but not enough):

o Respecting national symbols (flag, anthem).

o Celebrating Independence Day.

o Supporting national teams (Super Eagles).

 Substantive Actions (The real work of patriotism):

1. Obeying Laws: Following traffic rules, not engaging in "small" corruption.

2. Paying Taxes:Willingly contributing your "Social Contract" duty (Term 1, Week 4).

3. Being a Good Follower: Holding leaders accountable and engaging in constructive

criticism.

4. Protecting Public Property: Treating public schools, hospitals, and roads as your own.

5. Promoting "Made in Nigeria": Supporting local businesses and industries to build the

economy.

6. Being a Good "Digital Citizen": Refusing to spread fake news that could set the

country on fire.

7. Environmental Citizenship: Keeping your surroundings clean.

Evaluation

1. What is the difference between "Patriotism" and "Nationalism"?

2. Explain why "genuine patriotism" includes the right to criticise the government.

3. List two reasons why patriotism is important.

4. List two "symbolic" ways of showing patriotism.

5. List three "substantive" (action-based) ways of showing patriotism.

Assignment

1. "A citizen who exposes corruption in the government is more patriotic than one who just

sings the national anthem." Write a 300-word essay agreeing or disagreeing with this

statement.

2. Imagine you are tasked with creating a "National Day of Patriotism." What activities (not

just a public holiday) would you plan to encourage substantive patriotism?
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WEEK 10: CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Introduction: This week connects all our previous lessons. Civic participation is the active

involvement of citizens in the life of their community and nation. It is "Democratic Values"

(Term 2, Week 3) and "Patriotism" (Term 3, Week 9) put into action.

10.1 The Spectrum of Civic Participation

Participation is not just one thing. It ranges from easy, "thin" participation to difficult, "thick"

participation.

 "Thin" Participation (Easy, occasional):

o Voting in an election.

o Signing a petition.

o Donating money to a cause.

 "Thick" Participation (Hard, regular):

o Volunteering for community service.

o Attending community meetings.

o Running for office.

o Organizing a peaceful protest.

10.2 Voting & Electoral Responsibility

 What it is: Voting is the fundamental right and responsibility of a citizen in a democracy

(Term 2, Week 3).

 The Problem of "Voter Apathy": This is when a large number of citizens choose not to

vote.

o Causes:

1. Disenfranchisement (feeling "my vote doesn't count").

2. Lack of good candidates (no one to vote for).

3. Distrust in the electoral process (believing it will be rigged).

4. Inconvenience or security fears on election day.
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 Why it's a "Responsibility":When good citizens don't vote, they leave the decision-

making to bad leaders and uninformed voters. Not voting is also a choice, one that often

supports the status quo.

10.3 Community Service & Volunteering

 What is it? This is the act of giving your time and labour to help your community for

free.

 Community Service: Often organized. Can be a requirement (e.g., for a school) or a

punishment for a minor crime.

 Volunteering: Is 100% voluntary, driven by a desire to help.

 Examples:

o Organizing a neighbourhood cleanup.

o Volunteering at a local primary school or health clinic.

o Helping to monitor an election for an NGO.

 Why it's important:

1. Solves Problems: It solves local problems without waiting for the government (which

may be slow or corrupt).

2. Builds Community: It connects neighbours and builds trust.

3. It is "Thick" Patriotism: It is the ultimate act of "doing" for one's country, not just

"talking."

Evaluation

1. What is "Civic Participation"?

2. What is the difference between "thin" and "thick" participation? Give one example of

each.

3. What is "Voter Apathy"? List two possible causes.

4. Why is not voting also a political choice?

5. What is the difference between "Community Service" and "Volunteering"?

Assignment
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1. "Volunteering to clean your community is a more powerful act of citizenship than

voting." Write a 300-word essay agreeing or disagreeing.

2. Identify one problem in your local school or community (e.g., waste, bullying, lack of

books). Write a one-page proposal for a volunteer project you could organize to help

solve it.
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WEEKS 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

Key Concepts for Revision:

 Global Citizenship: Definition (moral, not legal). Link to Globalization (internet,

economy). Global rights (UDHR) vs. responsibilities (environment, justice).

 Citizenship Education (Case Studies):

o USA: Jus Soli, focus on Constitution.

o UK: Jus Sanguinis, "Life in the UK" test.

o Ghana: Pan-Africanism, anti-discrimination.

o South Africa: Transformative Constitutionalism, healing Apartheid.

 International Organizations:

o UN: Global peace, UDHR.

o AU: African unity, African Charter.

o ECOWAS: Protocol on Free Movement (regional citizenship).

o Commonwealth: Shared British colonial history.

 Protecting Human Rights:

o Judiciary (S.46): Primary protector, can award damages.

o NHRC: Investigates, mediates, educates.

o NGOs (Amnesty, CLO): "Name and shame," legal aid, advocacy.

o ICC vs. ICJ: ICC (Individuals, genocide), ICJ (Countries, disputes).

 Cultural Exchange & Tourism: Economic benefits (forex, jobs). Heritage preservation

(funding, pride). "Soft Power" (Nollywood, Afrobeats).

 Contemporary Issues:

o Migration: "Brain Drain" ("Japa") and its effect.

o Digital Citizenship: Online rights (privacy, access) and responsibilities (no "fake

news").

o Climate Change: Environmental citizenship; specific impacts (desertification,

flooding).

 Patriotism: Definition (love, not blind obedience). Importance (unity, development).

Symbolic vs. Substantive actions (paying taxes, obeying laws).
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 Civic Participation: "Thin vs. Thick" participation. Voter Apathy (causes).

Volunteering (solving problems without government).

Sample Exam Structure

 Section A: Multiple Choice (40 marks)

o (Covering all key concepts, organizations, and definitions).

 Section B: Short Answer Questions (30 marks)

o (Answer 5 out of 7 questions. E.g., "Explain the 'ECOWAS Protocol on Free

Movement'," "What is 'Brain Drain'?", "List 3 substantive ways to show

patriotism").

 Section C: Essay Questions (30 marks)

o (Answer 2 out of 4 questions. E.g., "Compare and contrast the path to citizenship

in Nigeria with that of the USA. Which system do you believe is better?", "Define

'Digital Citizenship' and 'Environmental Citizenship'. Explain why these new

concepts are essential for the modern Nigerian citizen," "What is the difference

between the ICC and the ICJ? Discuss the roles of the Judiciary, the NHRC, and

NGOs in protecting human rights in Nigeria.")


